I 


Voluae  16,  No.  2.  Issue  #87  The  LITHUANIAN  Numismatic  Association.  Frank  Passic,  EDITOR.  November-December  1993 


THE  NOVEMBER  16,  1922  BANKNOTE  ISSUE  OF  THE  BANK  OF  LITHUANIA 


A COIN 

OF  SKIRGAILA 

[From  VORUTA,  May  13-19  1993.  Trans- 
lated by  Aleksandras  Radzius.] 

By;  Eugenijus  Ivanauskas,  Kaunas. 

The  only  known  coin  of  Skirgaila  is 
from  the  Sosnic  (Ukraine)  hoard.  The 
personal  arms  of  Skirgaila  are  displayed 
on  the  obverse  , and  on  the  reverse,  a 
Ruthenian  arms,  a lion  standing  on  all 
fours.  The  weight  of  the  coin,  0.33 
grams,  indicates  that  the  coin  wa 
minted  in  compliance  with  the  1387 
standard.  Without  doubt,  the  coin  is  a 
denar. 

The  style  and  placement  of  the 
devices  is  similar  to  the  1392-1396 
"Pechat"  coins  [Note:  Jonas  K.  Karys 
ascribes  these  "Pechat"  coins  to  Jogaila 
on  pp.  U9-157  of  his  ANCIENT  LITHUANIAN 
CURRENCIES  book]  minted  by  Vytautas. 
Thus  Skirgaila's  minting  activity  was 
influenced  by  the  methods  in  Vilnius. 
And  that  activity  influenced  the  minting 
activities  of  Vladimir,  son  of  Algirdas, 
in  Kiev  1387  to  1396.  The  differences 
between  the  coins  of  Skirgaila  and 
Vladimir,  son  of  Algirdas  suggests  that 
when  the  minting  of  the  coins  of  Vlad- 
imir, son  of  Algirdas,  the  mint  lay 
idle  for  a while.  The  stylistic  details 
suggest  that  the  die  makers  of  Skir- 
gaila's coin  came  from  Lithuania. 


VYTAUTAS'  SMOLENSK  COIN,  MINTED 
AFTER  HO^f,  DISPLAYS  TWO  LIONS  ON 
THE  REVERSE. 

As  we  know,  Skirgaila  came  to  Kiev 
in  February  or  March  of  1395.  It  was  in 
that  year  that  the  minting  of  his  coins 
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By  Ruta  Kunciene,  Vilnius 

[The  following  article,  translated  by  Aleksandras  Radzius,  appeared  in 
the  May  20-26  1993  issue  (No.  20)  of  VORUTA,  pg.  7.  It  contains  some  pre- 
viously unknown  information,  which  we  hope  our  readers  will  enjoy  reading 
about.] 

Twelve  permanent  banknote  denominations  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  were  printed  at  the  A.  Hasse  Press  in  Prague.  Judging 

from  the  facsimile  signatures,  the  cent  and  1 Litas  notes  of  this 

issue  were  ordered  by  the  Ministry  for  Finance,  Trade  and  Commer- 
ce. On  the  other  hand  the  other  denominations  were  orderd  by 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  as  witnessed  by  the  facsimile  signatures  of 

the  Bank  Director,  his  assistant  and  the  directors. 


These  Pick-15  5 Litai  (first  printing)  notes  were  nicknaned  the  "blue 
scuzzies"  because  of  their  unsharp  appearance. 

The  contract  with  the  A.  Hasse  firm  for  the  printing  of 
banknotes  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  was  signed  on  August  29, 

1922.  The  first  delivery  was  to  be  made  at  Virbalis  by  November 

16,  the  second — by  November  30.  The  third--by  December  15.  The 
first  issue  of  cent  banknotes  (A2  million  of  each  of  1,  2,  5,  10, 
20,  and  50  cental)  were  sent  out  of  Prague  on  October  27  and 

by  the  beginning  of  November  they  were  in  circulation.  The  Litas 
and  2 Litai  banknotes  were  placed  in  circulation  in  early  December. 
The  10  Litai  banknotes  were  placed  in  circulation  in  February 

1923,  and  the  50  Litai  in  March. 

The  designs  of  the  cent  banknotes  of  this  issue,  like  the  transi- 

tional currency,  were  not  complicated,  the  paper  was  without 
watermarks.  The  designs  of  the  Litas  banknotes  were  designed  by 
Adomas  Varnas  (1879-1979).  He  was  sent  to  Prague  to  supervise 
the  printing  of  the  bankotes  1922  to  1923.  For  designing  the  bank- 
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1991  COIN  DATA 


1 CENTAS 


As  we  promi  sed  last  issue, 
here  is  a technical  listing  of  the 
1991-dated  coins  of  the  Republic 
of  Lithuania. 

This  information  is  taken 
from  the  brochure  printed  by  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  entitled,  "LIET- 
UVOS  MONETOS/Coins  of  Lithuania, 
printed  in  1993.  The  brochure  was 
supplied  to  us  by  Vytautas  Alek- 
siejunas,  numismatic  specialist  in 
the  disbursement  department  at 
the  main  bank  in  Vilnius. 

NEWS 

FROM  VARIOUS 

SOURCES 


A new  book,  KATALOG 
DER  BANKNOTEN  VON  LIBAU 
(LIEPAJA),  1915  by  Aleksandras 
Kubilas  has  just  been  published. 
The  book  deals  with  the  various 
municipal  notes  issued  in  Liepaja, 
Latvia.  The  book  sells  for  12.50 
DEM.  For  more  information 
write  the  author  at;  Ab.  Dez 
159,  Vilnius,  Lithuania  2000. 
Mr.  Kubilas  also  has  on  auction 
some  1915  notes  from  Siauliai 
(Seda),  Libau  notes,  and  Lithuan- 
ian Minor  notes. 

Congratulations  to  LNA 
member  Anthony  A.  Tumonis 
for  his  first-place  award  at  the 
American  Nuismatic  Association 
convention  last  summer,  for  his 
exhibit,  "Selection  of  Lithuanian 
Coins  from  1925-1938."  Tumonis 
also  was  named  the  Outstanding 
ANA  District  Delegate  for  his 
region  at  the  Convention.  Anth- 
ony's picture  appears  with  LNA 
member  Vincent  W.  Alones  in  a 
group  photo  on  page  52  of  Coin 
World,  August  30,  1993  issue. 

Vince  and  Agnes  Alones 
also  participated  in  the  ANA 
and  won  awards  for  their  LF.S.- 
related  displays. 

Your  editor  would  like  to 
run  a series  here  in  The  Knight 
about  unusual  items  in  our 
collections.  If  you  have  something 
perial  in  your  collection,  feel 
fr*'*’-  to  write  about  it 

l^^'''<ntinued  on  page  5,..) 


2 CENTAI 


10  CENTV 


20  CENTy 


Metalas  / Metal 

A1  Mg 

Skersmuo  / Diameter 

18,75  mm 

Svoris  / Weight 

0,88  G 

Briauna  / Edge 

lygi  / plain 

Apyvartoje  / Issued 

since  1993 

Pagaminta  / Minted  Lietuva  / Lithuania 

Metalas  / Metal 

A1  Mg 

Skersmuo  / Diameter 

24,4  mm 

Svoris  / Weight 

1,49  G 

Briauna  / Edge 

lygi  / plain 

Apyvartoje  / Issued 

since  1993 

Pagaminta  / Minted  Lietuva  / Lithuania 

Metalas  / Metal 

A1  Mg 

Skersmuo  / Diameter 

21,75  mm 

Svoris  / Weight 

1,19  G 

Briauna  / Edge 

lygi  / plain 

Apyvartoje  / Issued 

since  1993 

Pagaminta  / Minted  Lietuva  / Lithuania 

Metalas  / Metal 

Cu  Zn  Sn 

Skersmuo  / Diameter 

16  mm 

Svoris  / Weight 

1,4  G 

Briauna  / Edge 

lygi  / plain 

Apyvartoje  / Issued 

since  1993 

Pagaminta  / Minted  Anglija  / 

in  England 

Metalas  / Metal 

Cu  Zn  Sn 

Skersmuo  / Diameter 

17,5  mm 

Svoris  / Weight 

2,1  G 

Briauna  / Edge 

Ij^i  / plain 

Apyvartoje  / Issued 

since  19*^3 

Pagaminta  / Minted  Anglija 

in  England 

3. 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan 

LITHUANIAN  1925  COIN  CARDS,  PRINTED  IN  GERMANY. 


It's  no  secret  that  baseball 
card  collecting  has  captured  the 
youth  of  our  country,  away  from 
the  hobbies  of  numismatics  and 
philately. 

This  month  we  feature  the 
numismatic  answer  to  that:  Lithu- 
anian coin  cards! 

In  the  late  1920s,  a German 
cigarette  company,  Zigarettenfabrik 
Richard  Greiling  AG  of  Dresden, 
put  coin  cards  in  their  cigarette 
packs.  This  was  similar  to  baseball 
cards  that  U.S.  cigarette  companys 
put  in  their  packs  during  the  same 
period. 

The  German  firm  issued  641 
different  cards,  covering  numerous 
world  countries'  coins.  The  complete 
set  of  cards  were  to  be  placed  in  a 
holder  album  which  bears  the  date 
of  1929. 

Series  V (5)  dealt  with  the 
Lithuanian  coins  of  1935.  Each  denom- 
ination (except  the  50  centu,  which 
was  omitted)  was  contained  separat- 
ely on  each  card  in  an  aluminum-foil 
like  material  resembling  a coin 
rubbing.  The  silver  coins  were  of 
course  with  a silver  color,  and  the 
centas  pieces  bear  a golden-foil 
color.  Each  card  contains  the  obverse 
and  reverse  of  the  denomination  in 
actual  size,  except  the  5 Litai 
which  was  presented  separately 
obverse/reverse  due  to  its  large 
diameter. 

OBVERSE  DESCRIPTION:  The 
obverse  features  each  denomination, 
with  the  Vytis  side  being  on  the 
right.  The  text  at  the  bottom  states, 
"Litauen,  1 Litas  (Silber)  = 0,41 

RM,"  which  translates,  "Lithuania,  1 
Litas  (Silver)  equals  0.41  Reichmarks." 
(of  course  each  denomination  is 
different) 

REVERSE  DESCRIPTION:  The 
reverse  contains  the  advertisement/ 
identification  of  the  firm  in  German: 

"GREILING-MUNZ-SAMMLUNG. 
Auslandische  kurante  Munzen.  D.R.G. 
M.,  D.R.P.a.  In  the  center  is  a 
listing  of  the  Lithuanian  series  one 
could  collect. 

A nearly  complete  set  of  the 
cards  with  the  album  was  auctioned 
in  Dallas  Texas  in  November  of 
1980.  At  that  time,  these  cards 


GREILING-MUNZ-SAMMLUNG 

Auslandisciie  kurante  Munzen.  D.R.G.M..  D.R.P.a. 

Seiie  Litauen.  Bild  5:  10  Centu  (Messing) 

1 Litas  (Lit)  rz  100  Centu  (ct)  zz  0,41  RM 


Bilid  1;  5 Lit  (Silber) 
2;  2 Lit  (Silber) 
3:  1 Lit  (Silber) 


w 


Bild  4‘  20  ct  (Messing) 
5:  10  ct  (Messing) 
6:  5 ct  (Messing) 


M 

n 


Bild  7 : 1 ct  (Messing) 
SammelaiBum  geg.  Einsendung  von  1 RM  in  Briefm. 
RICHARD  GREILING  A.G.  DRESDEN 


(any  in  the  entire  series)  were  selling  for  an  average  of  $5  to 
$15  apiece.  We  wonder  if  any  Lithuanian  ones  are  on  the 
numismatic  market  today,  and  their  prices.  These  are  truly 
Lithuanian  numismatic  collectors  items. 

One  thing  is  apparent,  the  coins  depicted  are  facsimiles, 
bearing  a close  resemblance  to  the  actual  coins,  which  were 
minted  in  England. 

Illustrated  above  is  an  enlargement  of  the  1 Litas  card, 
from  this  editor's  personal  collection.  Do  any  of  our  LN  4 
members  have  any  of  these  in  their  own  collections?  How 
rare  or  scarce  are  these,  and  have  you  seen  any  on  the 
numismatic  market?  We  wonder  if  they  were  collected  in 
Lithuania  itself. 


4. 


BANKNOTES 


PRINTED 


PRAGUE 


THE  1922 

(Continued  from  page  1...) 

notes  and  supervising  the  printing  he  was  given 
a salary  of  15,000  litai  by  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 

The  banknotes  designed  by  A.  Varnas 
"had  some  folk  art  elements  which  were  repeat- 
ed, just  as  with  the  postage  stamps  he  designed: 
portrait  of  Kings  Gediminas  and  Vytautas,  a 
symbolic  figure  of  a man  sowing,  many  fold 
designs  are  on  the  banknotes.  The  composition 
of  the  1 Litas  note  is  made  up  entirely  of  sun 
rays  like  those  found  on  Lithuanian  wayside 
crosses.  The  designs  on  other  denomination 
notes  are  dnominated  by  folk  architectural 
decorations.  Varnas  at  that  time  had  begun 
collecting  examples  of  these  architectural 
ornaments.  " (Art  History  of  20th  Century 
Lithuania  1900-1940,  Vilnius,  1982,  Volume  1,  p. 
228). 

This  issue  banknotes  were  counterfeited. 
50  Centai,  2,  5,  50  and  100  Litai  banknotes 
were  counterfeited  and  passed  in  Siauliai, 
Radviliskis,  Vilnius,  and  Silute.  50  Centai  bank- 
notes counterfeited  at  the  Parcus  Press  in 
Munich  [Germany]  were  passed  in  Naumiestis. 

Examinations  of  counterfeit  notes  were 
performed  by  the  State  Defense  Department 
Identification  Section.  In  a report  by  the  Section, 
characteristics,  types  and  techniques  of  manuf- 
acture, methods  of  interception  of  the  counter- 
feits were  documented.  Unfortunately,  not  all 
counterfeiting  cases  were  solved  and  the  section 
of  the  reports  for  "persons  counterfeiting"  and 
"persons  passing  the  counterfeits"  often  remained 
blank. 

The  counterfeiters  used  common  commerc- 
ial paper  and  printed  or  drew  the  notes  with 
colored  ink.  Some  of  the  counterfeits  were 
done  well  and  passed  easily.  However,  many 
caught  the  attention  of  the  receiver  due  to 
innaccuracies  in  the  drawing  or  lack  of  crispness 
of  the  letters.  When  counterfeits  were  encounter- 
ed, the  populace  was  alerted  through  the  press. 

In  an  attempt  to  circumvent  counterfeiters, 
three  issues  of  the  5 Litai  notes  were  issued. 
The  second  differed  from  the  first  by  the 
colors  of  the  drawings,  designs  along  the  sides, 
the  series  number  and  color  of  the  serial 
numbers.  The  third  issue  differed  from  the 
second  by  the  colors  of  the  drawings,  designs 
along  the  sides,  the  series  number  and  color 
of  the  serial  numbers. 

The  first  5 Litai  notes  were  placed  in 
circulation  at  the  end  of  1922  were  nicknamed 
"the  blue  scuzzies."  Afeter  they  were  printed, 
it  was  noticed  that  the  design  was  not  very 
sharp.  And  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  reached  an 
agreement  with  the  A.  Hasse  firm  that  until 
new  notes  were  printed,  as  a temporary  measure, 
the  first  issue  would  be  placed  in  circulation. 


I N 


Since  the  "scuzzies"  were  being  counterfeited, 
they  were  taken  out  of  circulation  sooner  thaii 
planned.  Up  to  October  15,  they  could  be  exchanged 
at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  and  its  branches  in  Klaipeda, 
Siauliai,  and  Panevezys.  After  October  15,  they  could 
be  exchanged  only  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  in 
Kaunas.  The  second  issue  of  5 Litai  banknotes  were 
placed  in  circulation  in  February  of  1923,  and  the 
third  issue  in  March  and  April  of  1925. 

When  coins  were  placed  in  circulation,  accord- 
ing to  paragraph  14  of  the  Currency  Laws,  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania  banknotes  up  to  and  including  the  5 
Litai  notes  were  to  be  taken  out  of  circulation. 
During  April  of  1925,  the  Centai  banknotes  were 
begun  to  be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  but  actually 
they  were  in  circulation  until  1927.  The  withdrawal 
from  circulation  of  Litas  value  notes  took  longer 
and  the  1929  amendment  to  paragraph  14  of  the 
Currency  Law  specified  withdrawal  from  circulation 
up  to  and  including  the  2 Litai  notes.  The  1 and  2 
Litai  notes  were  finally  withdrawn  from  circulation 
in  1933.  In  January  of  1930,  a new  issue  of  the  5 
Litai  banknote  was  placed  in  circulation  (June  24, 
1929  issue). 


A COIN  OF  SKIRGAILA 

(Conti  nued  from  page  1 ) 

must  have  begun.  In  January  of  1397  Skirgaila  was  poisoned  by 
Foma  Iziifov,  the  representative  of  the  Orthodox  metropolitan. 
It  is  believed  that  the  administration  of  the  poison  was  in 
1396.  However,  regardless  when  it  happened,  the  minting  of 
Skirgaila's  coins  must  have  ceased  in  1396  since  their  chrono- 
logy, based  on  coins  found  inthe  Sosnic  hoard, do  not  match 
those  minted  later.  From  written  records,  it  is  known  that 
Skirgaila,  while  living  in  Kiev,  titled  himself  Duke  of  all 
Ruthenias.  Apparently,  he  had  in  mind  the  Ruthenian  domains 
in  Lithuania.  This  corresponded  with  the  position  Skirgaila 
held.  The  domains  around  Kiev  were  historically  the  center  of 
Ruthenian  political  and  military  opposition  to  the  Golden 
Horde.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  Skirgaila's  desire  in 
1392  to  get  Kiev  for  Trakai  and  Polock  was  supported  by  Jogai- 
la  and  Jadvyga.  They  wanted  to  maintain  their  influence, 
through  Skirgaila,  in  Ruthenian  lands,  or  parts  thereof,  in 
Lithuania.  This  was  to  be  a counter  balance  to  Lithuanian 
domains  which  supported  Vytautas.  Since  Skirgaila  hindered 
the  consolidation  of  Vytautas'  rule  in  Ruthenian  domains,  he 
was  killed. 

Knowing  Skirgaila's  political  ambitions  and  his  place 
in  the  hierarchy  of  Algirdas'  sons,  we  can  speculate  that  the 
lion  on  his  coin  expressed  his  pretension  to  the  title  of 
ruler  of  Ruthenian  domains  in  Lithuania  and  not  the  vassalage 
of  ethnographic  Kievan  lands. 

[special  thanks  to  Ignas  Ropininkas  of  Kaunas  for 
supplying  us  with  this  article.] 


1991  COIN  DATA 

(Continued  from  page  2...) 
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50  CENTV 


NEWS  FROM  VARIOUS  SOURCES 
(Continued  from  page  2..,.) 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has 
issued  a commemorative  10-litu 
COIN  commemorating  the  visit 
of  Pope  John  Paul  II  to  Lithuania 
in  September.  10,000  pieces 
were  minted,  and  are  being 
sold  at  an  outrageous  price  of 
100  Litas  (about  U.S.  $35).  This 
is  the  second  10  litu  commemor- 
ative coin  out  this  year.  The 
first  featured  Darius-Girenas.  I 
have  not  seen  either  one  of 
these  coins,  and  would  like  to 
illustrate  them  and  describe 
them  with  statistics  in  the  next 
issue  of  The  Knight.  If  any 
LNA  member  can  help  me  with 
this,  please  write  this  editor. 

The  president  of  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania,  Romualdas  Visokavi- 
cius,  has  been  removed  from 
office  and  threatened  with 
imprisonment  for  his  alleged 
involvemnt  in  a 20-million  litas 
credit  loan  scandal.  The  Lithuan- 
ian Seimas  has  appointed  Juozas 
Sinkevicius  as  temporary  chair- 
man of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 

If  anyone  is  traveling  to 
Lithuania,  this  editor  would  like 
to  get  photographs  of  the  Lithu- 
anian State  Mint,  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  the  mint  director, 
etc.  I know  our  readers  would 
like  to  see  pictures  of  these 
institutions  and  their  leaders. 

LNA  translator  Aleksandras 
Radzius  had  the  opportunity  to 
meet  with  your  editor  this  past 
summer  in  Michigan  where  he 
participated  in  the  Lithuanian 
Scout  Camp.  Lithuanian  scouts 
brought  with  them  their  new 
litas  coins  and  currency. 

A big  thanks  to  all  our 
members  who  have  written  this 
editor  and  supplied  him  with 
Various  types  of  information. 


1 LITAS 


2 LITAI 


Metalas  / Metal 

Cu  Zn  .Sn 

Skersmuo  / Diameter 

21  mm 

Svoris  / Weight 

3,03  G 

Briauna  / Edge 

lygi  / plain 

Apyvartoje  / Issued 

since  1993 

Pagaminta  / Minted  Anglija  / 

in  England 

Metalas  / Metal 

Cu  Ni 

Skersmuo  / Diameter 

16,75  mm 

Svoris  / Weight 

235  G 

Briauna  / Edge 

rumbuota  / milled 

Apyvartoje  / Issued 

since  1993 

Pagaminta  / Minted  Anglija  / in  England 

Metalas  / Metal 

Cu  Ni 

Skersmuo  / Diameter 

20,5  mm 

Svoris  / Weight 

3,46  G 

Briauna  / Edge 

rumbuota  / milled 

Apyvartoje  / Issued 

since  1993 

Pagaminta  / Minted  Anglija  / in  England 

Metalas  / Metal 

Cu  Ni 

Skersmuo  / Diameter 

23  mm 

Svoris  / Weight 

436  G 

Briauna  / Edge  rumbuota  / milled 

Apyvartoje  / Issued 

since  1993 

Pagaminta  / Minted  Anglija 

/ in  England 

The  Knight.  Volume  16,  No.  2.  Issue  #86.  The  official 
publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association. 

Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR.  Robert  J. 
Douchis,  Columbia,  MD,  DIRECTOR. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume  16:  A donation  of 
$15  or  more  for  5 issues.  Write:  LNA,  P.O.  Box  612,  Columbia, 
MD  21045. 

Editor's  address:  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion, 
Michigan  49224. 

The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  C-117903. 


LITHUANIAN 

NUMISMATIC 

DICTIONARY 


BY 

Jonas  K.  Karys 

English  Translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue 


INTERPUNKCIJA/Interpuncture.  The  use  of  separation  symbols;  any  signs  used  in  the  inscriptions  or  legends  of  coins, 
in  sentences  or  to  separate  separate  words.  The  beginning  and  ending  of  a single  syllable  legend  separated  by  a cross, 
rose  or  other  clear  symbol.  In  general,  interpuncture  symbols  to  separated  words  can  be  most  varied  (a  dot,  a bud,  a 
gusset,  a dash,  a small  circle,  a leaf,  a colon,  etc.).  Some  of  them  belongs  to  ornamentation,  others  to  symbolism  (for 
example,  leafs  and  clovers  on  some  l6th  and  17th  century  Lithuanian  Grand  Duchy  coins — represent  the  Vilnius  Mint  and 
its  officials). 

IRASAS/Inscription.  A letter,  word  or  sentence  in  the  coin's  field  or  on  a figure.  In  general,  everything  that  is 
inscribed  on  a coin. 


ISLAMO  MONETOS/Islam's  Coins.  Basically  these  are  coins  of  the  so-called  Arabian  Musselmans,  though  they  were  not 
all  struck  by  Musselman.  They  just  began  them  (See  Dinar,  dirhem).  These  coins  circulated  mostly  through  the  middle 
ages.  Since  Islam  (muslim’s  religion)  forbids  the  representation  of  any  living  being,  at  least  Islam's  coins'  calligraphy 
distinguished  itself  in  beauty.  Their  inscriptons  and  legends  completely  fill  both  sides  of  their  coins.  The  words  of 
their  Koran  most  often  preponderate  over  the  monetary  messages.  To  understand  these  scripts,  a numismatist  of  western 
culture  must  seek  an  expert  in  the  Semitic-Arabic  or  other  Islamic  nation's  language  and  writing.  In  the  matter  of 
scenes,  rare  exception  soccur  on  Islam's  coins:  for  example, in  India,  the  Mongol  Chan  Jahangiris  (l605-l627)  has  emitted 
a gold  "mohur"  and  silver  rupies  with  signs  of  the  zodiac  (living  figures)  and  even, as  if  he  had  not  sinned  against 
Islam  enough,  he  pictures  himself  on  one  gold  piece  with  a goblet  of  wine  at  his  lips,  which  is  likewise  a "mortal"  sin 
to  a mohametan.  Concerning  the  dates  of  Islam's  coins,  see  the  "Hegira." 

ISTORINES  MONETOS/Historical  Coins.  1.  All  old  coins,  having  passed  out  of  circulationin  general  are  historical 
coins.  2.  Those  coins  not  struck  for  circulation,  but  with  another  specific  purpose,  o.g.  the  crowning  of  a ruler, 
birthday,  marriage,  a particular  campaign, a death,  celebration  of  a famous  person's  name  or  age,  can  be  called  Commemora- 
tive coins. 


ISGANYTOJO  TALERIS/Savior ' s Taler.  A silver  taler  of  1632  of  Sweden's  Gustav  Adolf,  with  the  figure  of  Christ  on 
the  reverse. 

ISKILUS  STAMPAS/Elevated  Die.  A die  which  will  strike  incused  coins. 

ISSKIRIAMASIS  ZENKLAS/Exclusionary  Symbol  (coat  of  arms),  a.  A figure  in  geometric  lines,  plastic  or  painted,  a 
portrait,  a scene,  accepted  by  someone,  used  as  symbols  for  some  time,  inherited  or  granted  by  an  exalted  person,  or 
group  of  persons,  an  object  or  symbol  to  identify  and  place  someone,  b.  An  accepted  symbol  or  coat-of-arms  of  a person, 
a family,  an  association,  town,  postoffice  or  state,  c.  A flag  of  one  kind  or  another. 

IZDAS/Exchequer , Public.  A state's  treasury.  The  state  itself,  in  the  sense  of  handling,  directing  and  safeguarding 
its  wealth.  It  medieval  Lithuania  (as  everywhere  else),  the  wealth  of  the  country  belonged  to  its  rulers,  so  that  the 
state  exchequer  coincided  with  the  ruler's  treasury.  Into  that  same  money  box  went  all  the  income  of  the  ruler  (including 
profit  from  the  striking  of  coins).  From  that  same  money  box,  he  paid  his  own  expenses  and  had  to  pay  for  all  disburse- 
ments for  matters  of  state.  At  the  turn  of  the  l6-17th  centuries,  that  treasury  was  divided  into  two:  the  treasury  of 
ruler's  castle  or  the  manor  treasury  and  the  state  treasury.  Both  of  these  cash  boxes  had  their  treasurers,  who  maint- 
ained and  controlled  them. 

IZOININKAS/Treasurer.  In  the  widest  sense,  a paymaster  or  maintainor  of  money  or  other  wealth,  a manager  in  a large 
organization.  In  modern  states,  on  the  state  leve,  a Finance  Minister  or  Treasurer.  In  medieval  Lithuania,  there  were 
two  treasurers.  One,  (from  time  immemorial)  the  royal  manor  treasurer,  the  other,  from  the  turn  of  the  16-I7th  century, 
the  state  treasurer. 

JAPONU  EROS/Japanese  Eras.  a.  The  basic,  or  ancient  era,  begun  from  the  start  of  Jimu-Ten  dynasty  (660  8.C.).  b. 
'here  were  three  modern  imperial  reigns:  1)  "Mutsuhato"  era  1868-1911,  2)  Yoshito  era  1912-1925,  3.  Hirohito  era,  from 
■9?6.  In  these  three  eras,  the  Japanese  coins  are  dated  at  the  mints  form  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  the  respective  emperortj 
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reign,  e.g.,  if  the  coin  was  struck  in  our  year  1868,  the  Japanese  would  strike  in  "Meidija  1.”  In  1913,  coins  would  be 
struck  "Taisho  2."  1928  coins  "Shova  3,"  etc.  After  calculating  the  era  and  its  years,  it  is  easy  to  determine  in  which 
of  the  Christian  or  other  eras  years  the  coins  were  struck. 

JEZOFOVICIUS  (or  Ezofovic).  Abraham  John,  a Jew  form  Kiev,  was  the  trusted  banker  of  Lithuanian  Grand  Duchy  leaders 
Alexander  and  Sigismund  the  Elder,  and  a high  official.  After  the  Tatars  conquered  Kiev,  in  1A82  he  came  to  Lithuania, 

and  in  U88,  he  converted  to  the  Orthodox  (Eastern  Rite)  religion,  became  adjusted  to  the  country,  collected  custom 

duties.  In  1508,  having  gifted  to  the  king  1000  bars  of  silver,  in  the  succeeding  years  rented  the  Vilnius  Coin  Mint 
from  Sigmund  the  Elder,  improving  and  expanding  its  production.  In  1509,  he  was  appointed  the  Treasurer  of  Lithuania  and 
continued  in  that  post  to  death,  in  1519. 

JIETIS/Spear.  A tool  or  a weapon  in  hunting  and  war.  A pole,  straight, 
with  a sharp  point,  wooden  of  an  appropriate  length,  adjusted  to  stab  or 

throw.  Its  ferrule  (sharp  end,  spear  point)  in  antiquity  was  fashioned 
from  bone,  stone,  flint,  and  later,  from  various  metals.  When  more  appropr- 
iate means  were  not  yet  available,  the  spearhead  in  a pinch,  served  as 
"money."  Ancient  Lithuanians  were  famous  for  their  sharp,  heavy  spears. 

Among  others  of  its  purposes,  in  Lithuania  from  deep  antiquity  the  spear 

symbolized  strength,  power,  and  sovereignty.  In  time,  it  became  the  most 
popular  designated  symbol,  which  was  recognized  and  acknowledged  by  friend 
and  foe.  Whenever  the  need  appeared  to  picture  it  somewhere,  generally  the 
spearpoint  itself  was  used,  e.g.  Lithuanian  Grand  Duke  Algirdas  struck  it 
on  his  coin,  the  "pechat."  The  quality  of  this  designated  symbol  is  testified  to  by  another  of  the  Grand  Dukes— Jogaila' s 
"small  change."  In  this  manner,  it  became  part  of  Lithuanian  heraldry,  and  entrenched  itself  for  ages.  It  is  now  consid- 
ered the  oldest  national  symbol  of  Lithuania,  and  occasionally  it  appears  onsome  flag  topping  oof  its  pole  beautifully. 


JOGAILA.  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  1377-1381,  and  King  of  Poland  I386-IA3A.  Along  with  his  father,  Algirdas'  coins  in 
Vilnius,  in  138A,  he  emitted  his  own  Lithuanian  coins.  On  his  departure  for  Poland  to  reign,  he  conceived  and  took  with 
him  his  own  designated  symbol:  a shield  with  a two-armed  cross,  which  in  later  ages  became  the  coat-of-arms  of  Lithuania, 
The  Knight  (Vytis). 

JOGAILOS  PINIGELIAI/Jogaila's  Money.  In  addition  to  his  father's  coins,  the  "pechat,"  which  Jogaila  continued  to 
issue  after  he  assumed  the  throne  of  the  Grand  Duchy,  he  also  steruck  his  own  coins.  Theyappeared  about  138A,  weighed 
severally  about  1/3  g.,  and  were  produced  from  silver  of  0.500  fineness.  About  ten  of  them  equalled  the  current  grasis, 
although  officially  they  were  called  "denars"  in  the  language  of  the  people,  they  were  always  "small  change"  (Slavic — 
peniazi).  Jogaila's  coins  had  no  inscriptions,  so  they  constituted  the  "anepigraphic  coins."  With  respect  to  the  type, 
on  one  side  they  were  struck  with  the  symbols  used  on  Algirdas'  coins — the  spearhead  and  cross,  and  on  the  other — the 
Mast  Portals,  which  already  were  contained  onKestutis'  small  change. 

JONAS  KAZIMIERAS/John  Casimir.  King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  1648-1668.  He  introduced  the  first  copper 
coins  into  Lithuania— schillings. 

JUNGTINIS  BIUSTAS/Jugate  Busts.  (Latin,  jugatus)  Two  or  more  heads  on  one  numismatic  (a  coin,  medal,  etc.),  placed 
and  pictured  side  by  side,  together,  one  covering  to  some  extent  the  other. 


Jungtinis  biustas:  1,  Austrijos  Kun.  Leopoldo  sudet.  talery  (1626  vedybu 
proga);  2,  Karolinos  ir  Vilhelmo-Ernesto,  Sachsen-Weimaro  didz.  Hercogo, 

1903  sid.  5 markiq  monetoje;  3,  “trys  karaliai”  §v.  Romos  Imperijos  1590 
talery. 

JUNONA/Juno.  An  ancient  Italian  goddess,  later  the  wife  of  Jupiter.  A woman,  widely  adorned  by  women  of  Rome, 
patrons  of  births  and  families,  a wise  counselor  of  the  state,  predictive,  admonitory. 
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1991-DATED  BANKNOTE  S E C U R I T Y F E A T U R E S 


SECURITY  FEATURES 

of  50,  20  and  10  Litas  Banknotes 

t.  Paper  is  white,  uniform,  with  a coarse  surface. 
It  does  not  fluoresce  under  ultra-violet  light 
source. 

2.  Paper  contains  orange,  green  and  purple  fibres 
which  fluoresce  red  and  green  under  ultra-violet 
bght  source. 

i The  watermark  represents  Coat  of  Arms  with 
a column  of  Gediminas  underneath.  The  location 
of  the  watermark  is  somewhat  variable  so  that 
sometimes  part  of  it  may  be  overprinted. 

4.  The  banknote  serial  number  is  made  up  of 
two  prefix  letters  and  seven  numerals.  Only  the 
serial  number  on  the  ri^t  is  fluorescent  yellow 
and  the  one  on  the  left  is  not. 

5.  The  border  line  on  the  bottom  left  hand  side 
of  the  note  contains  micro  printed  inscription 
"LIETUVOS  BANKAS"  which  can  only  be  read 
with  a magnifying  glass. 

6.  The  banknote’s  denomination  is  printed  on 
the  left  hand  side  of  the  note  with  invisible  ink 
which  fluoresces  under  ultra-violet  light. 


The  following  illustrations  and  text  are  from  the  brochure 
entitled  LIETUVOS  PINIGAI/Banknotes  of  Lithuania,  published  in 
1993  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  An  update  of  information  regarding 
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SECURITY  FEATURES 
of  100  Litas  Banknote 


1.  Paper  is  white,  uniform,  with  a coarse  surface, 
it  does  not  fluoresce  under  ultra-violet  light  source. 

2.  Paper  contains  orange,  green  and  purple  fibres 
which  fluoresce  red  and  green  under  ultra-violet 
light  source. 

3.  The  watermark  represents  Coat  of  Arms  with 
a column  of  Gediminas  underneath.  The  location 
of  the  watermark  is  somewhat  variable  so  that 
sometimes  part  of  it  may  be  overprinted. 

4.  The  banknote  serial  number  is  made  up  of 
two  prefix  letters  and  seven  numerals.  Only  the 
vertically  printed  serial  number  on  the  right  is 
fluorescent  yellow,  the  horizontally  printed  one 
on  the  left  is  not.  Some  of  the  banknotes  may 
have  a star  instead  of  a prefix  in  front  of  the  se- 
rial number. 

5.  The  very  bottom  line  on  the  left  hand  side  of 
the  lower  horizontal  band  contains  repeating  micro 
printed  inscription  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS"  which 
can  only  be  read  with  a magnifying  glass. 

6.  In  the  centre  and  over  the  Coat  of  Arms  the 
denomination  "100"  of  the  banknote  is  printed  with 
invisible  ink  which  fluoresces  under  ultra-violet 
light. 

7.  The  raised  intaglio  print  can  be  felt  by  touching 
the  horizontal  bands,  the  engraved  portrait,  the  de- 
nomination numeral  and  inscription. 

*.  On  the  left  hand  side  of  the  horizontal  band 
a latent  image  of  letters  "LB"  can  be  found  by 
viewing  the  note  at  an  oblique  angle. 


the  100  Litu  denomination,  the  reverse  side  depicts  a view  of 
Vilnius  University  and  the  Old  City.  The  500  and  1,000  Litu  denom- 
ination notes  were  not  included  in  this  brochure,  as  they  have 
not  yet  been  released  into  circulation. 

For  information,  write:  Vytautas  Aleksiejunas,  Numismatic 
Specialist,  Disbursement  Department,  Bank  of  Lithuania,  Gedimino 
6,  Vilnius,  Lithuania  2001. 


SECURITY  FEATURES  ON 

Here  is  more  information  about  the  security 
measures  found  on  the  1993  500  talonas  note,  which  was 
only  in  circulation  in  May-June  1993-  This  article  is 
from  KAUNO  DIENA  (Kaunas'  Day),  May  12,  1993.  It  is 
entitled,  "The  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  Announ- 
ced: New  500  Value  Talonai  Notes." 

"To  insure  payments  to  residents,  new  500  value 
talonai  notes  are  being  placed  into  circulation.  These 
talonai  notes  are  to  be  accepted  in  all  types  of  trans- 
actions in  Lithuania  as  of  May  10.  The  paper  of  the 
notes  is  a yellowish-white,  when  viewed  under  an  ultra- 
violet light,  it  is  reddish-gray.  Impressed  into  it  are 
'.♦rands  not  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  These  strands 
'der  an  ultraviolet  light  give  off  a bright  blue  and 


THE  1993  500  TALONU  NOTE 

orange  glow.  Also,  there  are  reddish  strands  which  are 
visible  to  the  naked  eye,  wheih  when  illuminated  with 
ultraviolet  light,  do  not  fluoresce.  Watermarked  are  a 
band  of  32  mm.  diameter  light  circles  each  of  which  has 
in  the  middle  a dark  rhombus.  Theobverse  of  the  talonai 
notes:  In  the  center  of  the  note,  a weave  pattern  of 
three  colors:  gray,  light  blue,  and  brown,  with  a bundle 
of  swamp  tea  (Ledum  palustre)  serving  as  a backdrop, 
the  numerical  value  of  the  note  "500"  printed  in  two 
countour  brown  lines  of  different  thickness.  The  reverse 
of  the  talonas  note:  in  a weave  pattern  of  blue  and 
green  lines,  a pair  of  wolves.  In  the  top  right  corner, 
the  number  "500"  in  black  contour  lines  which  is  filled 
by  wavey  blue  lines. 


THE  T990  PLASTA  FACTORY  SCRIP  NOTES 
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The  October  25,  1993  issue  of  Coin 

World  carried  an  article  by  Richard  Giedroyc 
(Giedraitis — he's  Lithuanian)  about  the  instabil- 
ity of  the  former  Soviet  Union,  and  different 
types  of  currencies  that  have  appeared  on 
the  collector's  market. 

Giedraitis  writes  (p.  54):  "Collectors 

abroad  are  now  able  to  obtain  scrip  issued 
privately  by  factories  in  the  final  years  of 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Paper  scrip  issued  in  the  late  1980s  and 
into  the  1990s  has  been  recently  appearing 
through  collector  channels  in  the  United 
States.  These  notes  are  a form  of  "company 
store:  money.  Each  was  issued  by  a factory, 
cooperative,  or  other  non-federal  government 
organization  to  meet  the  needs  of  workers 
due  to  inflation  and  a shortage  of  currency 
in  circulation. 

The  scrip  is  only  good  for  purchases  at 
stores  controlled  by  the  organization  that 
issued  the  scrip.  These  factories  and  other 
organizations  bartered  their  goods  for  those 
of  other  establishments,  avoiding  the  problems 
of  inflation  and  a shortage  of  currency." 

Giedraitis  mentions  scrip  issued  in 
various  places,  but  none  in  Lithuania.  However, 
we  know  of  one  set  of  scrip  notes  that  was 
issued  in  1990  by  the  chemical  firm  PLASTA 
in  Vilnius.  These  notes  were  issued  in  denomin- 
ations of  1,  5,  10,  20,  and  50  rubles.  The 

notes  measure  104  x 60  mm.,  and  contain 
room  for  two  or  three  hand-signed  signatures 
(not  facsimiles). 

Some  notes  bear  a large  blue  seal/stamp 
with  Russian  Cyrillic  text,  while  others  bear 
a black  seal  with  a Lithuanian  and  Russian 
text.  The  reverse  side  of  these  notes  is 

blank. 

These  notes  are  quite  scarce,  as  appar- 
ently few  were  saved  at  the  time  because 
they  were  redeemed  for  necessities.  All 

notes  bear  the  date  1990  in  the  upper  left 
corner,  with  the  name  "plasta"  in  stylized 
lower-case  letters  found  throughout  the 

background  in  different  colors.  We  have 
noticed  that  some  have  three  signatures; 
others,  two,  others  one.  This  probably  depends 
on  when  and  where  they  were  redeemed. 

Illustrated  here  is  a set  of  these  notes 
(minus  the  1 ruble).  Do  any  of  our  readers 
have  any  of  these  in  their  collection,  or 
know  of  other  scrip  notes  issued  by  other 
companies  in  Lithuania?  Let  us  know. 
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WANT.  TRADE.  AND  FOR  SALE  ADS 


Wanted:  Book  by  Owen  Norem,  TIMELESS 
LITHUANIA  (1944).  Also,  picture  postcards  of 
Lithuania  (pre-WWII  only).  J.R.  Greene,  33 
Bearsden  Road,  Athol,  MA  01331. 


Wanted:  The  following  banknotes.  Estonia*  Pick- 
60.  Latvia:  Pick  13,  15,  16,  16a,  20a,  24.  Lithuania: 
Pick-6,  11,  19,  20,  21,  22,  28.  Tyge  Sondergaard, 
Syrennes  1,  DK  4840,  NR.  Alslev,  DENNMARK. 


For  TRADE:  I would  like  to  trade  Lithuan- 
ian and  Polish  coins  and  banknotes.  What  do 
you  have  for  trade?  Bruce  Donahue,  P.O.  Box 
92,  Accord,  MA  02018. 

Wanted:  I am  an  amateur  collector, 
interested  in  ordinary  coins  (contemporary 
and  old  ones).  So,  I would  greatly  appreciate 
your  passing  of  my  address  to  members  of 
your  Society  who  are  also  interested  in  exchan- 
ging coins.  Dr.  E.  G.  Vitoratos,  University  of 
Patras,  Department  of  Physics,  GR  26110  Patra 
GREECE. 

For  Sale:  Lithuanian  Communist  Police 
uniform,  officer  with  2 stars  and  medals 
(Lenin  Order)  jacket  & pants.  Write.  Also 
Lithuanian  coins  (old  and  new).  Vincent 
Samaska,  5234  S.Kilbourn,  Chicago,  IL  60632- 
4708. 

For  Sale:  1938  Lithuanian  national  Olympics 
60  mm.  diameter  bronze  medal  by  Jonas  Burba. 
Historic!  $175.00.  Victor  Zilaitis,  2018  Heath- 
field  Circle,  Sun  City  Center,  FL  33573  Tel: 
(813)  633-3403. 


LETTERS 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  and 
your  interesting  publication.  The  first  auction  organ- 
ized by  the  Lietuvos  Numizmatu  Asociaija  was  held 
oil  17  April  1993  in  the  Trade-Union  house  on  Tauras 
Hill  in  the  center  of  Vilnius,  featuring  over  300 
lots  of  mostly  antiquities  and  coins.  Altogether, 
over  100  people  participated  in  this  auction. 

The  Trade-Union  House  is  the  meeting  place 
of  collectors  form  mostly  Lithuania  and  exUSSR 
countries.  Every  Saturday  approximately  200  collect- 
ors attend  the  weekend  meeting  called  "The  Club 
of  Collectors."  Not  a long  time  ago  the  biggest 
meetings  were  in  Riga,  Latvia.  But  now  not  so 
many  people  attend  Riga's  club  of  collectors  be- 
cause of  expensive  Latvian  visas  for  Russians  which 
made  up  the  biggest  part  of  collectors.  This  is  the 
reason  the  Vilnius  club  has  grown  to  be  the  most 
important  meeting  place  of  collectors  in  the  Baltic 
region.  There  you  can  see  collectors  coming  from 
as  far  away  as  Georgia,  other  exUSSR  countries, 
and  Poland. 

— Romas  Tamutis,  president 
Lietuvos  Numizmatu  Asociacija 


For  Sale:  New  Lithuanian  coins  and 
banknotes.  Write.  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St., 
Albion,  Mi  49224. 

For  Sale:  Scheinfeld,  Germany  Lithuanian 
displaced  persons  camp  money  (1946)  set  of  3 
notes:  10  & 50  ct;  1 Doleris.  XF-AU.  $75. 
Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  gift 
shop,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Rd.,  Chicago,  IL  60629. 

Want/For  Sale  ads  are  a free  service  to 
LNA  members.  Send  us  your  ad  for  the  next 
issue! 


P.U.  Box  2134 
Vilnius,  Lithuania  2017 

[Editor's  Note:  Mr.  Tamutis  also  sent  us  a price  list 
of  numerous  Lithuanian  ccins,  currency,  etc.  as 
well  as  world  coins  and  banknotes.  If  you  want 
one,  feel  free  to  write  him.] 


